[Chemical labyrinthectomy: results and applications].
Unilateral Menière's disease can be treated by chemical labyrinthectomy. The goal of this work was to report our clinical experience with chemical labyrinthectomy, and to discuss the respective value of labyrinthectomy and of vestibular neurotomy for treating unilateral Menière's disease. Twelve patients underwent chemical labyrinthectomy using middle ear gentamicin infusion. Before treatment, patients had a pure tone audiogram and a vestibular caloric testing. After treatment, patients had a clinical assessment at 1 and 6 months after treatment (pure-tone audiogram, vestibular caloric testing), and answered a questionnaire at 1 and 2 years following the treatment (number of vertigo attacks, ataxia, tinnitus, subjective assessment of the method by the patient). At two years post-treatment, the vertigo cure rate was 91.6% (ABC using AAOO criteria), vestibular function was abolished in 70% of cases, ataxia was reported in 42% of patients, 16.6% of patients had hearing deterioration above 20 dB HL (C following AAOO criteria), tinnitus was decreased in 50% of cases. Of 12 patients, 8 were satisfied. Chemical labyrinthectomy cures vertigo in Menière's disease, with similar cure rate than vestibular neurotomy. Minor complications can occur with chemical labyrinthectomy. This method should be used in more patients.